Instructions for using the Magic website

Go to the magic website http://www.magic.gov.uk/website/magic/
In the drop down box under Step 1.  What data do you wish to view? click on Great Britain

Under Step 2.  Where do you want to go?, click either postcode or place and then type in the relevant text into the box underneath (eg al8 6ys for postcode, Ayot green for place.

Click on ‘open map’. A new window will open with the map in it.  While it is loading you can click on the maximize button (sqare symbol in the top right hand corner of the screen) to make the map as big as possible.
When the map has loaded you will notice that the scale is too small to measure a route on.  Click in the scale box and type in an appropriate scale (eg 25000 gives you the same scale as an Explorer map.  I like to use around 12500, but you can play around to find a scale which suits you).

Once the map is the right scale you can start measuring.  
The 2 buttons you need to use are the ruler with a straight line on top of the map [image: image1.png]


 which you use to measure the route, 
and  the hand at the bottom of the map [image: image2.png]


which you use to move the map around.
If you need to move the map so you can see the right bit of your route, click on the hand button, then click and drag on the map to get it to the right section.  Each time you stop clicking it will reload so this can take a bit of time.  
Once you’ve got the right bit of map in front of you, click on the ruler button and then click on your starting point. A little pop-up box appears which will keep a running total of your distance in metres. If you go off the edge and need to move the map , click back on the hand, move it to the required bit, then click back on the ruler to carry on measuring –when it’s reloaded  it will show you where you’ve got to in red, and you can carry on plotting your route.
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That’s roughly it – it is tricky to get the hang of at first and it’s annoying that it keeps reloading, but if you play a round with it a bit, you can plot an off-road route quite quickly.  
If you want to plot a road route, try http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/  - again you need to play around with it a bit, but it’s easier to use than Magic.

